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material to the final outcome. The triumph of either
is equally harmful to the cause of freedom, democracy
and general well-being. Therefore, the issue is no longer
between capitalism and socialism, but between dictator-
ship resulting from power-politics and democracy. In
this situation, traditional concepts of politics must be
given up; democratic politics must be conceived differ-
ently.

Leftist parties with a socialist programme, even
when they profess to be democratic, offer no solution
to the crisis of our time. In the first place, the pro-
gramme of nationalisation of the means of production,
distribution and exchange takes no notice of the central
problem of today, which Is how to make democracy a
reality. Consequently, in the context of the present
situation, their programme tends to be similar to that
of the parties of the right. Private capitalism, lalsser
faire economy, having proved untenable, the rightists
also stand for State planning, which means State control
over the means of production, distribution and ex-
change. Moreover, neither of the champions of State
control offer any remedy against the concentration of
power which their programme involves. Both are wedded
to parliamentary democracy, which enables a political
minority to rule in the name of the people, and makes
of popular sovereignty a mere formality. Economic con-
trol by the State has no liberating value in the absence
of political control of the State by the people. Wedded
to parliamentary democracy, socialism is indistinguish-
able from State capitalism.